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WHY AND HOW WE CHANGE OUR REED WIRES: 

WHY: 
Reed wires support the shape of the reed tube and also can also alter the tone quality/colors of 
the reed.

When first starting to break a reed in, the original OVAL Shape of the tube shape causes the 
reed to be brighter and less resistant. 

As the reed breaks in, we often round the tube of the reed allowing it to become darker and 
subsequently more resistant. To counteract the resistance we often lighten the reed through 
scraping, filing or using sand paper on the blades of the reed. By scraping over time as the reed 
breaks in, it allows the reed to slowly adjust and extends the life of the reed. 
 
Rounding the tube (2nd Wire) will also close the tip aperture of the reeds. It might be beneficial 
to round 1st wire a bit to counteract the closed tip. 

Note: The first and second wire work opposite one another.  
 
These two actions change the color of your tone. So, in short, your wires are an easier, quicker, 
and less permanent fix for you tone than scraping. 

WHAT YOU NEED: 
Rieger Pliers, 22  soft gauge brass, and a Mandrel

HOW: 
1. Make sure reeds are SOAKED when you replace the wires. As a reed soaks up water the 
cane swells. If you change the wires while the reed is DRY and you go to soak it later the wires 
may choke the reed.  

2. Cut a piece of wire that will be able to wrap around the reed twice. 



3. Place the wire on the reed. Be sure to hold the wire flush to the reed with your thumb, flush 
simply means it is flat against the reed and it has no bulges. 

4. Push the two sides of the wire around the reed

5. When the two sides come back around the RIGHT SIDE will be the one Be On Top 
The Left Side will Be On Bottom. 

6. Pinch the two sides together at the center of the reed with you thumb. 

7. Take your pliers and turn the wires counter-clockwise or to the left. 

CHECK THE REED: 
First Wire: You want the first wire to be somewhat loose. You should be able to move it with your 
fingernails. It should feel like a wrist watch- secure but not tight. 

There should be no dark indentations on the reed from your first wire. If the first wire is not tight 
enough e and c# may sink in pitch. 

Second Wire: The second wire should be a bit tighter, snug but not choking the reed. You 
should be able to move it ever so slightly with the pliers, creating a wiggle movement. If a reed 
feels stuffy, the second wire may be too tight. 

Be Careful to not glue the second wire down as it will not support the reed as it should. 

Third Wire: This hidden Gem lives underneath the binding. It is TRIPLE WRAPPED and will 
have no “play” in it. It will be very tight and will not move. 

LOCATIONS OF WIRES: 
1. First wire 1mm below the collar

2. Second wire between 6-9 mm from first
*Closer to the first wire will give you a brighter sound 
*Farther from the first wire will give you a darker sound

3. The third wire is 1/4 of an inch from the bottom of the reed. A pair of Rieger pliers Width is the 
same measurement. 


